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own. Neither had the Spanish peasantry as yet developed those gnerilla bands which, both as sources of information and in other ways, became invalnable aids to Wellington. Karely, nevertheless, has any General, at the moment of his entering on a campaign, if we reckon the campaign from the time he left Salamanca, been furnished with more complete information of the movements of his enemy than, thanks to the activity and excellence of his cavalry, reached Moore within the first few days. Almost every day witnessed fresh, small, but brilliant successes of our own over the French cavalry. Napoleon's communications with the north were completely cut. The capture of Berthier's despatch, and Moore's change of plan thereon, are fully recorded in the Diary in chap, xxvii. The steps which Moore took with regard to the future are detailed in the following letter to Lord Castlereagh. It should be noticed that, supposing that Soult had received a duplicate order, and had acted on it by moving on Benevente and Zamora, there were two distinct reasons why it became necessary promptly to unite with Baird, and not to continue the march on Valladolid. First, if Soult moved before the junction was effected, Baird's isolated corps would be endangered. Secondly, if the whole army were ready to receive Soult, the Marshal would be taken by surprise by the British army, of whose existence in the neighbourhood he knew nothing, and must have been overwhelmed. Soult had, in fact, not received a duplicate order, and did not move.
To LORD CASTLEREAGH.    (Private.)
ToRO, 16th December.
I was to have proceeded on the   i5th to Valladolid, which place I should have reached the next   day, when  Iench corps
